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To be called a commentator on this program assigns me a title I 
have never carried before. I am tempted to report the "human side of the 
news" from the clothing section of this conference. There is much that 
is human that could be reported from the clothing discussions. With the 
exception of food perhaps there is no interest of home and family which 
involves human relationship more than clothing the family. In these 
modern days clothing is one of the essentials of living for which a certain 
amoung of money must go. It is obvious that the subject Clothing the Farm 
Family can take on real significance in any discussion by clothing exten- 
sion specialists. 


This conference of clothing specialists of the Western States and 
Hawaii is very timely for several reasons. This group of specialists had 
not been in conference for 12 years--since they met at Reno, Nev., in 1927. 
There has been almost a complete turn-over of specialists since that day, 
Miss Ethelwyn Dodson of California being the only specialist who has been 
continuously on duty since 1927. It is interesting to note the tenure of 
service of the group present, the average number of years being 43, Seven 
of the clothing specialists have been appointed within the past year; all 
but one, however, have had previous county home demonstration agent exper- 
ience. Two of the twelve are part-time specialists in clothing. The ex- 
change of ideas has been invaluable to the newly appointed specialists and 
most helpful to the others. 


Another reason that this conference is most timely is that the 
present enrollment in clothing projects is the largest project enrollment 
in Home Demonstration Work and in the Girls! 4-H Clubs in the Western 
States. From all reports we can conclude that clothing is a project that 
we can be handled more easily by local leaders than some of the other 
projects. In 1938 there were 360 counties in the 11 Western States and 
the Territory of Hawaii served by county agricultural agents and 187 coun- 
ties served by home demonstration agents. In 7 of the States a fow of the 
agents serve more than one county. In 1938, 326 counties, practically all 
served by one or more agents, carried some phase of the clothing project. 
In at least 173 counties without home demonstration agents, local leaders 
were largely responsible for the work done, especially in the 4-H Clubs 
with girls. The following are a few 1938 results in the clothing project 
that can be listed statistically for the 11 Western States and the Terri- 
tories of Alaska and Hawaii: 
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Demonstration meetings by agents or specialists, 4,619. 

Demonstration meetings by local leaders, 10,741. 

Number of girls enrolled in clubs, 31,519. 

Number of boys enrolled in clubs, 253. 

Number following instructions in construction: Adults, 
poyoves Gunsors, 20,051. 

Number following instructions in selection: Adults, 
21,427; juniors, 14,073. 

Number keeping clothing accounts: Adults, 3,716; juniors, 
9,973. 

Families following buying suggestions, 14,321. 


All the questions for discussion as outlined in the program were 
submitted by the clothing specialists. The additional questions submit- 
ted were listed and mimeographed and were made available to those in 
attendance. By the questions suggested for discussion, it can be easily 
concluded that the clothing specialists are studying the job analytically 
and are alert to the great variety of situations and conditions to which 
the program and mothods used must bo adjusted to meet the needs effec- 
tivoly. 


A few of the points that were emphasized in the discussions might 
be listed as follows: 


1. In the appraisal of the clothing program given by each spe- 
cialist with plans for the future the following factors and conclusions 
were dominant in the several appraisals. 


a. The clothing program is balanced by including the eco- 
nomic, aesthetic, health, and construction phases. Though all 
phases are important, the economic and construction phases 
which overlap are the ones receiving the most emphasis. While 
more instruction is given each year in the wise purchasing of 
ready~made clothing, the construction of clothing and all that 
this phase involves leads in the demand, especially with the 
girls in 4-H Club work. The health phases that are being in- 
creasingly emphasized are selection of shoes and hosiery, sen- 
sible shothing for children and infants, correct foundation 
garments, and good posture. Closely allied with construction 
is the study and appreciation of design, color, and line listed 
in the aesthetic list. Good grooming as presented to women and 
girls is not thought of as a frivolous vanity, but as a contri- 
bution to aesthetic satisfaction, health, poise, and sclf- 
confidence; therefore, instructions in good grooming can appro- 
priatcly be included in the balanced clothing progran. 


b. Farm women who make up the County Home Demonstration 
Council bring first—hand information as to the clothing needs 
of the farm families. Occasionally a questionnaire is sent out 
in advance of the County Program Planning Day which is featured 
by the Home Demonstration Council or by a County Program Planning 
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Committee. The specialists felt that every opportunity 
was being given to determine the program locally, but that 
it was necessary for extension specialists and agents to 
give advice sometimes in order for the Extension Service 
to meet the heavy demands with a limited personnel. 


It goes without saying that any phase of a home demonstra- 
tion program is adjustable at any time to meet emergencies 
such as reduced incomes due to depression, drought, and floods. 
California gave as an example, that in the flooded section 2 
years ago, the clothing program was immediately rearranged to 
include subject-matter demonstration in the cleaning of cloth- 
ing and household furnishings. Shrunken clothing was cleaned 
and remodeled and in many instances dyed. 


c. The instruction given in the clothing project has a 
far-reaching influence on successful results in other home 
demons‘~ation projects so that a close correlation between 
clothi:2 home furnishing, home management, child development, 
and health can be effected. The skills, fabric icenvification 
and sexection, color theory and its application levei1oped in 
the clothing project carry over into home furnishings and into 
crafts. 


Cleaning, renovation, and storage of clothing are aspects 
of home management as well as the keeping of clothing accounts 
and making a clothing budget. Proper selection of shoes and 
clothing and posture have important relationship to efficient 
work and fatigue. Clothing, children, and emotions may be 
closely related, hence a consideration in parent education and 
child development. <A good appearance may be attributed to 
three factors: Health, posture, and clothing. 


2. Considerable discussion was given to 4-H Club work, and a few 
discussion notes are briefed as follows: 


a. Should we strive for better quality or larger volume 
in 4—~H Club work? There was a difference of opinion, but the 
greater number felt that a high quality of work brings more 
lasting results. Higher standards bring greater satisfaction 
to girls or adults and outstanding results solicit the atten- 
tion and interest of a larger number and results in an increas- 
ing volume. The enrollment in clothing clubs should be in 
direct proportion to the trained leadership available. It was 
the concensus that local leaders should be carefully selected, 
and every effort should be put forth to give local leaders more 
training than many are receiving at present. 


b. It Was thought that special attention should be given in 
planning work for the 10= to 12-year-old group, and that the 
requirements should fit the mental and physical ability of the 


130739 


Y TOY Hi 4 hoy ‘ont a coy ae ra et ar ig ce, 
, ag ae |) 


ed a 


a ru 1 hae | is « y ays 
ot pe hina odebtigtt 3 ! stem oe . 
Ssivre sotensge® od} sah colt ob a ee 

(Acie. Beater. e “te etna at ee cy re 


cer Puaionahs over sm "wo anectey vyes Soll auton sewn Se et Meee hee 
an mone taom ot BS wor te | we nate ey i a 
sebno ft _iigzexs .nogeseuteh of eal amo? Geakbeer’ 9 Ses | 
& atin hehoult ont ef tart Clonee me at ovate shentwaiied a 

of Da cae 's 'Thatniboant gow mayotg gabieors ett pie peveet: ee ‘ 
-stolo to tubowolos.-elt ab nobtateqemal todtune test dee, Pongane or 

Denia ae urtyite So Avpabeanade nats tet DLodemied bue 

.boeh woomndent ae at Pere: iuaate onesie 


2 mad tector ~yecteiveday saxkt sai a aibebanectnet bil “ae 
epod waco of etfoeet Loenssony ao eOnSET ict anicomemeret 
(emted s ene it apets e dass GH ndvetosir Sebo e erenesh 
tarot ete ATi<e , daypwercist omnd ponies: ateut «othe 
Gol teokpiaiy ood odin’: pitice off ergata a oi ac Leet Lr 
wt bogaiere: aelteandigns ed “Bar gxoodd coleo tottonce Dre 8 
@tai fas epaiictac:: amorl ofat teve ytteo teeyows eneitote et ; “oS he 
4 - ‘oe 


eiSsars ate ativito!o to emsxadée Sar ,ebeewetet ntact 

esomreote guciveto to geaiapeyl wet ba ftowr os Saetiepmien ecod Wh 
Boh B60ch *o oniloedes “eq | schon inertt erenisic © stishew tive . 
$aaistt'bo ot chiomlietes tuetrosd oped seateod tear quiets 4 
ed Yan saoktons Se .temitady ygetiel aa cees fae same aa 
bse 0 ridasthe- iene wD) golthegebacor @ oni Setatox Denote " 
od haiedivhe ec ee eoRatuoeet Sea A senna Leaning Sik 
. . attheto me est arena: ee saline me vit 


wet # fas teow de fd of gents Bi petites phbueabiace = i 
i aan gy San ee ee ‘2 - 


ginko vanes te oi exp soso tot erode ee Bheeatt : 
ait dys noietqo to CORE S Rew sary ose 
—eton seetiad : ow Fo ot ea } 
pie age ge rofests Bird ates 
exeide ode tivifos edignes nakiaeied 
~enetont 8 mt néiceee bee tocuncne | 
tt od Fivote vdnlo oebivoko. ak itor 
naw $2 ‘etdat ies arhela to fame bowhas? auth od ote 
hateolea yfloteien et pivode astobeol tanet dene Bi 
otog atobsel Issol avy ob Ate tog ot Alone # 
2 CEE: te gecbetagoy ote hi 


ot ite ed bivodh uoktnostis takoore sa 
ecl Rait" See: qtowy Stonmegye-SE od at 
sack Be: = cane ™ ” ESO OS 


oat is ona oy 


pos (ah on 


of the child and not be too insistent on the child's fitting 
the requirements. Too much contest with this age group might 
be more harmful than benefi¢ial. 


3. All clothing specialists reported having vistted in the homes 
of Farm Security clients. In every State some assistance had been given 
to training the Farm Security Home Supervisors in subject matter relat- 
ing to thrift practices in clothing, construction, and remodeling, buy- 
ing methods, clothing budgeting, and home-made rug making. Each State 
reported furnishing clothing circulars to Vocational Teachers and W.P.A. 
workers, 


4, It is evident that illustrative material plays a big part in 
the clothing project. Some time was given to discussing ways and means 
of obtaining and preparing illustrative material for use by local leaders, 
especially in the counties without home demonstration agents. 


The exhibits brought to the conference by several of the special- 
ists were studied carefully by those in attendance. Clothing for the 
4-H Club girl furnished by the Bureau of Home Economics, United States 
Department of Agriculture, was given close study. Some of the other 
most worth-while exhibits on display featured the following: 


California ~ Infants! clothing, clothing for 4~H Club girls, 
and sensible shoes. 

Wyoming ~ What to know in buying hosiery. 

Montana - Use of wool in knitting and application of art in 
needlecraft. 

Nevada - The clothes closet. 


5. Appreciation was expressed in being favored with the splendid 
contributions of Miss Ruth O'Brien, In Charge, Textiles and Clothing 
Division, Bureau of Home Economics, United States Department of Agricul- 
ture. At the first general session Miss O'Brien presented "Research as 
a Background for Clothing Extension" and showed interesting samples of 
present-day fabrics, results of tests, etc. During the discussions Miss 
O'Brien brought us up to date on sources of consumers! educational mate- 
rial and other timely interests on which clothing specialists needed 
information. 
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